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CHAP. I

The author’s birth and parentage—His
being kiduapped <with bis fifler—Their
Jeparation—Surprife at meeting again—
Are finally feparated— Account of the
different places and tucidents the authoy
met oith 1ill bis arrival on the coafl—

The effeil :‘beﬁglﬂ of a flave //J:p bad
on bim—He fails for the Weft Indies—

. Horrors of a flave [lip— Arrives at
Barbadoes, where the cargo is fold and
[f{/}?t’?ﬁd’.

I HorE the reader will not think
I have trcfpaﬂbd on his patence in
introducing myfelf to him with fome

account of the marnners and cuftoms -

of my country. They had been im-
planted
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planted 12 me with great care, and
made an impreflion on my mind,
which time could not erafe, and which
211 the adverfity and variety of fortunc
I have fince cxperienced ferved only
co rivet and record ; for, whether the
love of one’s country be real or imagl-
nary, or 4 leflon of reafon, or an inftinct
of nature, I ftill look back with plea-
fure on the firft fcencs of my itfe,
though that pleafure has been for the

moft put mingled with {orrow.

I have already acquainted the reader
with the time and place of my birth.
My father, befides many flaves, had a
numerous family, of which feven lived
to grow up, including myfelf and 2

fitter, who was the only daughter. As
I was the youngeft of the fons, 1 be-

came, of courle, the greateft favourite
with my mother, and was always with

her; and fhe ufed to take particular
pains
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pains to form my mind. I was trained
up from my earlieft years in the art of
war; my daily exerciic was fhooting and
throwmg javelins; and my mother
adorned ‘me with emblems, after the
manncr of our greateft warriors. In this

way I grew up till 1 was rurned the age
ot cleven, when an end was put to my

nappmefs in the following manner :—
Generally when the grown people in the
neighbourhood were gone far in the
fields to labour, the children affembled
together in fome of the neighbours’
premifes to play; and commonly fome
of us ufed to get up a tree to look out
for any affailant, or Kidnapper, that
might come upon us; for they fome-

times took thofe opportunities of our’
parents’ abfence to attack and carry off

4s many as they could feize. One day,
as | was watching at the top of a tree
i our yard, I faw one of thofe people

come
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come into the yard of our next neigh-
bour but one, to kidnap, there being
many ftout young peopleinit. Immedi-
ately on this I gave the alarm of the
rogue, and he was furrounded by the
ftouteft of them, who entangled him
with cords, o that hecould not efcape
all fome of the grown people came
and fecured him. But alas! ere long 1t
was my fate to be thus attacked, and
+o be carried off, when none of the
grown people werc nigh. One day,
when all our people were gone out to
their works as ufuzl, and only 1 and
my dear fifter were lefc to mund the
houfe, two menand a woman got ovet
our walls, and 1In 2 moment {feized us
both, and, without giving us time to Cry
our, or make refiftance, they ftopped
our mouths, and ran oft with us 1nto
‘he neareft wood., Here they tied our
hands, and continucd to Cayry us as

7 far
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far as they could, till night came on,
when we reached a {mall houfe, where

the robbers halted for refrefhment,
and {pent the night. We were then
unbound, but were unable to take any
food; and, being quite overpowered
by fatigue and gricf, our only relief
was fome fleep, which allayed cur
misfortune for a fhort time. The next
morning we left the houfe, and con-
tinued travelling all the day. For a
long tune we had kept the woods, but
at laft we came inte a road which I
beiieved 1 knew. 1 had now fome
hopes of being delivered; for we had
advanced but a little way before I dif-
covered fome people at a diftance, on
which I began to cry out for their af-
fiftance : but my cries had no other
cfieCt than to make them tie me fafter
and ftop my mouth, and then they
put me mnto a large fack. They alfo

Vor. I, D ftopped
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Itopped my fifter’s mouth, and tied
her hands; and in this manner we
proceeded till we were out of the fight
of thefe people. When we went to
reft the followmg night they offered
us fomne .victuals; but we refufed it
and the only comfort we had was in
being in one another’s arms all that
night, and bathing each other with our
tears. But alas! we were {oon de-
- prived of even the {mall comfort of

weeping together. The next day
proved a day of greater {orrow than I

had yet experienced ; for my fifter and
I were then feparated, while we lay
clafped in each other’s arms. It was
m vaia that we befought them not to
part uvs; fhe was torn from me, and
imiediately carried away, while I was
left 1n a ftate of diftra&tion not to be
defcribed. 1 cried and grieved con-
tinually; and for {everal days [ did not

y eat
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cat any thing but what they forced
into my mouth. At length, after
many days travelling, during which I
had often changed mafters, [ got 1Nty
the hands of a chieftain, in a very
pleafant country, This man had two
wives and fome children, and they alf
ufed me extremely well, and did all
they could to comfort me: particus-
larly the firlt wife, who was fomething
hike my mother. Although I was g
great many days journey from my
father’s houfe, yet thefe people {poke
cxaltly the fame language with us,
This firft mafter of mine, as I may
call him, was a {mith, and my prin-
cipal employment was working his
bellows, which were the fame kind as
[ had {een in my vicinity, They were
m fome refpelts not unlike the ftoves
here in gentlemen’s kitchens ; and were
covered over with leathers and in the

D2 middle
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middle of that leather a ftick was
fixed, and a perfon ftood up, and
worked 1t, in the fame manner as is
clone to pump water out of a catk with
a hand pump. I believe it was gold
he worked, for it was of a lovely
bright yellow colour, and was worn
by the women on their wrifts and

ancles. I was there I fuppofe about a
month, and they at laft ufed to truft
me fome httle diftance from the houfe.
This liberty I ufed in embracing every

opportunity to Inquire the way to my
own home: and I al{o fometimes, for the
fame purpofe, went with the maidens,
in the cool of the evenings, to bring

pitchers of water from the {prings for
the ufe of the houfe. I had alfo re-
marked where the fun rofe in the morn-

ing, and fet in the cvening, as I had
travelled along; and I had obferved

rhat my father’s houfe was towards the
Y
r'iﬁng
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riing of the fun. I therefore deter-
mined to feize the firlt opportunity of
making my efcape, and to thape my
courfe for that quarter ; for I was quite
opprefled and weiglied down by grief
atter my mother and friends; and
my love of liberty, ever grear, was
firengthened Dy the mortifying cir
cumftance of not daring to eat with
the free-born children, although I was
moftly their companion. While | was
proje&ing my eicape, one aay an un-
lucky event happened, which quite
difconcerted my plan, and put an end
to my hopes, I ufed to be fometimes
employed in affifting an elderly woman
flave to cook and take care of the
pouitry ; and one morning, whiie I was
feeding fome chickens, I happened to
tofs a fmall pebble at one of them,
which hit it on the middle and dire@-
ty killed it. The old flave, having

D 3 {oon
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foon after miffed the chicken, inquired

after 1t; and on my relating the acci-
dent (for I told her the truth, becaufc
my mother would never {uffer me to
tell a hie) fhe flew into a violent pal-
fion, threatened that I fhould fuffer
for it; and, my mafter being out,
the immediately went and told her
miftrefs what I had done. This alarm-
ed me very much, and I expeéted
an inflant flogeing, which to me was

D TD?

uncommonly dreadful ; for 1 had {el-
dom been beaten at home. I therefore
refolved to fly; and accordingly I ran
into a thicket that was hard by, and
hid myfelf in the bufhes, Soon af-

terwards my miftrefs and the {flave
returned, and, not feeing me, they
fcarched all the houfe, but not finding

me, and I not making anfwer when
they called to me, they thought. 1

had run away, and the whole neigh-
bourhoad
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bourhood was raifed in the purfuit of
me. In that part of the country (as
in ours) the houfes and villages were
fkirted with woods, or fhrubberies,
and the bufhes were {o thick that a
man could readily conceal himfelf in
them, {o as to elude the ftricteft fearch.
The neighbours continued the whole
day looking for me, and feveral times
many of them came within a few yards
of the place where I lay hid. 1 then
gave myfelf up for Joft cnurely, and
expetted every moment, when I heard
a ruftling among the trees, to be found
out, and punithed by my mafter: bur
they never difcovered me, though they
were often {o near that I even heard
their conje@tures as they were looking
about forme; and I now learned from
them, that any attempt to return home
would be hopelefs. Moft of them
luppoled I had fled towards home;

D4 but
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but the diftance was fo great, and the
wav fo Intricate, that they thought 1
could never reach 1t, and thatI (hould
be loft 11 the'woods. When I heard
this I was feized with a violent Panic,
and abandoned mylelf ta delpur.
Night too began to approach, and ag-
oravated all my fears. I had before
entertained hopes of gettng home,
and 1 had determined when 1t fhould
be dark to make the attempt; but I
was now convinced 1t was frutle(s, and
I began to confider that, if poffibly
I could efcape all other animals, I

could not thofe of the human'kind;

and that, not knowing the way, I muft
perith 1n the woods. Thus was I.like
the hunted deer : |

¢ Ev'ry leaf and ev'ry whifp'ring breath
¢t Convey'd a foe, and ev’ry foe a death,"

I heard frequent rufthngs among the
leaves; and being pretty fure they were
fnakes
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{nakes I cxpefted every inftant to be
ftung by them. This mcreafed my
anguifh, and the horror of my fitua-
became now quite infupportable. 1 at
length quitted the thucket, very faint
and hungry, for I had: not eaten or
drank any thing all the day; and crept
to my mafter’s kitchen, from whence
I fet out at firft, and which was an open
thed, and laid myfelf down in the
afhes with an anxious wifh for death to
relicve me from.all my pains, I was
fcarcely awake in the morning when
the old woman flave, who was the firit
up, came to light the fire, and faw
me 1n the fire place. She was very
much furprifed to fee me, and could

{carcely believe her own eyes. She
now promifed to intercede for me, and
went for her mafter, who foon after
came, and, having fhightly reprimanded

1) 5 me,
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me, ordered me to be taken care of,
and not to be ill-treated.
Soon after this my mafter’s only

daughter, and child by his firft wife,
fickened and died, which affe@ed him

fo much that for fome time he was

almoft frantic, and really would have
killed himfelf, had he not been watch-

ed and prevented. However, in a finall
nime afterwards he recovered, and I

was again fold. T was now carried to
the left of the fun’s rifing, through
many diffcrent countries, and a number
of large woods. The people I was
fold 10 ufed to carry me very often,
when I was tired, either on their thoul-
cers or on their backs. I faw many
convesient well-built fheds along the
roads, at proper diftances, to accom-
modate the merchants and travellers,
who lay in thofe buildings along with

thew
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their wives, who often accompany

them; and they always go well
armed.

I'rom the time I left my own nation
I always found {fomebody that under-

itood me till I came to- the fea coaft.
The languages of different nations did
not totally differ, nor were they fo co-
pious as thofe of the Europeans, par-

ticularly the Englith. They were
therefore eafily learned ; and, while I

was journeying thus through Africa,

} acquired two or three different
tonguecs. In this manner T had beed

travelling for a confiderable time,
when one evening, to my preat {ur-
prife, whom fhould I {ce brought tothe
houfe where I was but my dear fifter !
As foon as fhe faw me (he gave a loud
fhrick, and ran into my arms—I was
quite overpowered : neither of us could
{peak ; but, for a confiderable time,

D6 clung
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clung to each other in mutual embracés,
unable to do any thing but weep, Our
meeting affeted all who faw us; and
indeed 1 muft acknowledge, in honour

of thofe fable deftrovers of human
rights, that I never met with any ill
treatment, or faw any offered to their
flaves, except tving them, when ne-
ceflary, to keep them from running
away. When thefe people knew we
were brother and fifter they indulged
us together ; and the man, to whom I
fuppofed we belonged, lay with us, he
in the middle, while the and I held one
another by the hands acrofs his breaft
all mght; and thus for a while we
torgot our misfortunes in the joy of
being together: but even this fmall
comfort was foon to have an end; for
fcarcely had the fatal morning appear-
ed, whenihe was again torn from me
for ever ! I was now more miferable,

it
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if poffible, than before. The f{mall
relief which her prefence gave me from

pain was gone, and the wretchednefs
of my fituation was redoubled by my

anxiety after her fate, and my appre-

henfions left her fufferings fhould be
greater than mine, when I could not
be with her to alleviate them. Yes,
thou dear partner of all my childifh
fports! thou fharer of my joys and
forrows ! happy fhould I have ever
cfiecemed myfelf to encounter every
mifery for you, and to procure your
freedom by the facrifice of my own:
Though you were carly forced from
my arms, your image has been always
rivetted in my heart, from which neither

1ime noy fortune have been able to re-
move 1t; fo that, while the thoughts
of your fufferings have damped my
profperity, they have mingled with
adverfity and increafed ats bitternefs.

To
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To that Heaven which prote@s the
weak from the firong, I commit the
care of your innocence and virtues, if
they have not already received their
full reward, and if your youth and
delicacy have not long fince fallen vic-
tims to the violence of the African
trader, the peftilential ftench of a
Guinea fhip, the {ealoning in the Euro-
pean colonies, or the lafh and luft of
a brutal and unrelenting overfeer.

I did not long remain after my fifter,

I was again fold, and carried through a
number of places, till, after travelling
a confiderable time, I came to a town
called Tinmah, 1n the moft beautiful
country I had yet feen in Africa. It was
extremely rich, and there were many
rivulets which flowed through it, and

{upplied a large pond in the centre of

the town, where the pcople wafhed,
Here I firflt faw and tafted cocoa-nurs,
which
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- which I thought fupericr to any nuts I
had ever tafted before; and the trees,
which were loaded, were alfo inter{perf{-
ed amongft the houfes, which had com-
modious fhades adjoining, and were
in the fame manner as ours, the infides
being neatly plaftered and whitewathed.
Here I alfo faw and tafted for the firft
time fugar-cane. Their money confifted

of little white fhells, the fize of the fin-

ercr nail. T was fold here for one hundred
and feventy-two of them by a merchant
who bived and brought me there. I
had been about two or three days at

his houfe, when a wealthy widow, a
neighbour of his, came there one even-

ing, and brought with her an only
fon, a young gentleman about my own
age and fize, Here they {aw me; and,
having taken a fancy to me, I was
bought of the merchant, and went
home with them. Her houfe and

premiics
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premifes were fitvated clofe to one ¢f
thofe rivulets I have mentioned, and
were the fineft I ever faw in Africa:
they were very extenfive, and fhe had
a number of flaves toattend her. The
next day I was wafhed and perfumed,
and whea meal-time came 1 was led
1nto the prefence of my miftrefs, and
ate and drank before her with her f{on,
This filled me with aftonithment; and
I could fcarce help exprefling my f{ur-
prife that the young gentleman fhould
fuffer me, who was bound, 10 eat with

him who was free; and not only fo,
but that he would not at any time cither

eat or drink tll I had taken firft, be-

caufe I was the ecldeft, which was

agrceablc to our cuftom. Indeed every
thing here, and all their treatment of

me, made mc forget that I was a flave,
The language of thefe people refem-

bled ours {o nearly, that we underftood
cach
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cach other perfeétly. They had alfo
the very fame cuftoms as we. There
were likewife flaves daily to attend us,
while my young mafter and 1 with
other boys fported with our darts and
bows and arrows, as T had been ufed
to do at home. In this refemblance
to my former happy flate 1 pafled
about two months ; and I now began
to think T was to be adopted mto the
family, and was beginning to be re-

reconciled to my fituation, and to for-
get by degrees my misfortunes, when
all at once the delufion vanithed ; for,
without the leaft previous knowledge,
one morning early, while my dear
mafter and companion was {till afleep,
I was wakened out of my reverie to
frefh forrow, and hurried away even
among(t the uncircumecifed.

Thus, at the very moment I dreamed
of the greateft happinefs, I found my-

felf
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felf moft miferable; and it feemed a5 if
fortune withed to give me this tafte of
Joy, only to render the reverfe morc
poignant. The change I now expe-
rienced was as painful as it was fudden

and unexpeted. It was a change in-
deed from a ftate of blifs to a {cene

which is inexpreffible by me, as it
difcovered to me an element I had
never before beheld, and till then had
no 1dea of, and wherein fuch inflances
ot hardthip and cruelty continually cc-
curred as I can never refle® on but
with horroz.

All the nations and people I had
hitherto paffed through refembled our
own In their manners, cuftoms, and
language: but I came at length to
a country, the inhabitants of which
differed from usin all thofe particulars,
I was very much ftruck with this dif-
ference, efpecially when I came among

a people
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a people who did not circumcife, and
ate without walhing their hands. They
cooked alfo in iron pots, and had Furo-
pean cutlafies and crofs bows, which
were unknown to us, and fought with
their fifts amongft themfelves. Their
women were not fo modeft as ours,
for they ate, and drank, and flept,
with their men. But, above all, T was
amazed to fee no facrifices or offerings
among them. In fome of thofe places.
the peoplz ornamented themfelves with
fcars, and likewife filed their teeth

very tharp. They wanted fometimes
to ornament me n the fame manner,

but I would not fuffer them: ‘hoping:
that I might fome time be among &
people who did not thus disfigure them-

felves, as I thought they did. At lagt
I came to the banks of a large river,

which was covered with canoes, in
which the people appeared to live

with
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with their houfehold utenfils and pro-
vifions of all Kinds. [ was beyondf
meafure aftonifhed at s, as I had
never before feen any warter larger than
a pond or a rivulet: and my furprife
Was n}ingled with no fmall fear when

I was put into one of thefe canoes,
and we began to paddle and’ move

along the river.  We continued going:
on thus till night; and when we came
to land, and. made fires on the banks,
each family by themfelves, fome dragged
their canoes on thore, others {tayed and
cooked in theirs, and laid in them all
night. Thofe on the land had ‘mats,
of which they made tents, fome in the
fhape of little houfes: in theie we flept;
and after the morning meal we em.
barked again and proceeded as before.
I was often very much aftonithed to.
fee fome of the women, as well as tlie
men, jump into. the waier, dive to-thie

bottam,



[ 69 7
bottom, come up agam, and fwim
about.  Thus I continued to travel,
fometimes by land » {ometimes by water,
through different coungries and various
nauons, till, at the end of {ix or feven
months after I had e, kidnapped,
I arrived at the fea coaft It would
be tedious and uninterefting to relate
all the incidents which befel] me dur-
ing this journey, and which ] have not
vet forgotten ; of the various hands [
pafled through, and the manners and

cultoms of all the different peopie
among whom I lived: I fhall there-

fore only obferve, that in all the places
where I was the foi] was cxceedingly
rich; the pomkins, cadas, plantains,
yams, &c. &c. were in great abund-
ance, and of incredible fize. There
were alfo valt quantities of different
gums, though not ufed for any pur-
pofe; and every where 2 great deal of

tobacco.
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tobacco. 'The cotton even grew quite
wild; and there was plenty of red-wood.
I faw no mechanics whatever 1n all
the way, except fuch as 1 have men-
tioned. The chief employment 1n all
thefe countrics was agriculture, and
both the males and females, as with us,
were brought up to it, and trained in

the arts of war.

The firlt obje&t which faluted my
eves when I arrived on the coaft was
the fea, and a flave fhip, which was
then riding at ancher, and waiting for
1TS Cargo. Thefe filled me with afto-
nithment, which was foon converted

into terror when I was carried on

board. I was immediately bandled and
toffed up to fee if [ were found by
{ome of the crew; and I was now per-
fuaded that I had gotten 1nto a world of
bad fpirits, and that they were ooing
to kill me. Their complexions too

differing
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<iffering fo much from ours, their long
hair, and the language they {poke,
(which was very different from any I
had ever heard) united to confirm me
in this belief. Indeed fuch were the
horrors of my views and fears at the
moment, that, if ten thoufand worlds
had been my own, I would have freely
parted with them all to have exchanged
my condition with that of the meaneft
flave in my own country, YWhen I looke
¢d round the thip teo and fay 4 large
turnace or copper boiling, and a muy]-

titude of black people of every defcrip-
tion chained together, Every one of

their countenances expreffiing dejettion
and forrow, I no longer doubted of
my fate 3 and, quite overpowered with
horror and anguith, I fel] motionlefs
on the deck and fainted. When 1|
recovered a littlé I found fome black

people about me, who I believed wera
fome
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fome of thofe who brought me on
board, and had been receiving their
pav; they talked to me in order to
cheer me, but all in vain. I afked

them if we were not to be eaten by
thofe white men with horrible looks,
red faces, and loofe hair. They told
me I was not; and one of the crew
brought me a fmall portion of {piritu-
ous liquor in 2 wine glafs; but, being
afraid of him, 1 would not take it out

of his hand. One of the blacks there-
fore took it from him and gave 1t to

me, and [ took a little down my palate,
which, inftead of reviving me, as they
thought it would, threw me into the
oreateft confternation at the ftrange
feeling it produced, having never tafted
any fuch liquor before. Soon after
this the blacks who brought me on
board went off, and left me abandoned
to defpair. Inow faw myfclf deprived

of
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of all chance of FELUrnIng to my native
country, or even the leaft glimpfe of
hope of gaining the thore, which I now
~ confidered as friendiy; and I evep
withed for my former flavery in pre-
ference to my prefent fituation, which
was filled with horrors of every kind,
ftll heightened by my ignorance -of
what 1 was to undergo. I was pot
long fuffered to indulge my prief; I
W¥as foon put down under the decks,
and there I received fuch a {alutation
i my noftrils as I had never experi-
cnced In my life; fo that, with the
loathfomenefs of the ftench, and Crying
together, I became fo fick and low
that I was not able to €at, nor had |
the leaft defire 1o tafte any thing. [
now withed for the Jaft friend, death,
to relieve me; but foon, to y grief,
two ot the white men offered me eat-
ables; and, op my refufing to cat,
Voi. J, I one
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ne of them held me faft by the hands,
and laid me acrofs I think the windlals,
and tied my feet,while the other flogged
me feverely, 1had never experienced
any thing of this kind beforce; and al-

though, not being ufed to the water,

1 naturally feared that element the firft

cime 1 faw 1t, yet neverthelefs, could 1

have got over the nettings, 1 would

have jumped over the fide, but 1 couid
not ; and, befides, the crew ufed to
watch us very clofely who were not
chained down to the decks, left we
fhould leap 1nto e water: and I have
fcen {ome of thefe poor African pri-
{oners moft feverely cut for attempting

to do fo, and hourly whipped for not
decd was often the cafe

eating, Lhis In
In a lictle time after,

with myfelt.
2mongft the poor chatned men, I found

(ome of my own nation, which 1n a

{mal} degrce gave cafc to my mind. 1
inquired
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inquired of thefe what was to be donc
with us; they gave me to underftand
We were to be carried to thefe white
people’s country to work for them, 1
then was 3 irtle revived, and thougl,

if it were no wor{e than Working, my
fituation was not f defperate ; byt ftil]
I'feared I thould be put to death, the

white people looked and alted, a5 |

this not only fhewn towards u
but alfo to fome of the

felves. Ope white map
I faw, when v

s blacks,
whites them-
1N particular
¢ were permitted to by
on deck, flogged fo unmercifully wigl,
a large rope near the foremaft, thar e
died in confequence of j ; and they
tofled him over the fide as

they would
have dope 1 brute. This made me

fear thefe people the more; and I ex-
E2 pected
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pected nothing lefs than to be treatcd
. the fame manner. I could not help
expreffing my fears and apprehenfions
to fome of my countrymen: I afked
them if thefe people had no country,
but lived 1n this hollow pl[lCC (the
fhip): they told mc they did not, but
came from a diftant one. ¢ Then,’ faid
I, ¢ how comcs 1t in all our country we
¢ never heard of them?” They told me
becaule they lived fo very far off. Tthen
afked where were their women » had
they any like themfelves ? I was told
they had : ¢ and why, faid I, ¢ do we
¢ not fee them ¢’ they anfwered, becaufe
they were left behind. I afked how
he veffel could go? they told me they
could not tell; but that there were
cloths put upon the mafts by the help
of the ropes 1 {aw, and then the veflel
went on} and the white men had {ome
fpell or magic they put 1n the water

when
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when they liked in order to ftop the
vellel. I was cxceedingly amazed at
this account, and really thought they

were {purits, | therefore wifhed much
10 be from amonglt them, for I ex.

pected they would facrifice me: but
my withes were vain; for we were {o
quartered that it was impoflible for
any of us to make our efcape, While
we ftayed on the coaft I was moftly on

deck ; and one day, to my great afto-
mihment, 1 faw one of thefe veffels
coming in with the fails up. As {oon

as the whites faw it, they gave a great

fhout, at which we were amazed ; and
the more fo as the veflel appeared
larger by approaching nearer. At laft

the came to an anchor in my fight,
and when the anc..r was let go L and

my countrymen who faw it were loft
i altonithment to obferve the veflel
{top ; and were now convinced it was.

L3 done.



[ 38 |

L —

done by magic. Soon after this the
cther fhip got her hoats out, and
they came on board of us, and the
people of both fhips fecmed very glad
fo {z¢ each other. Several of the
ttrangers alfo thook hands wiuh us
black people, and made motions with
their hands, fignifying I fuppole we
were to go to their country; but we
did not underftand them. At laft,
when the fhip we were in had got In
all her cargo, they made ready with
many fearful noifes, and we were all
put under deck, fo that we could not

fee how they managed the veffel. But
this difappointment was the leaft of

my forrow. The ftench of the hold
while we were on the coaft was fo in-
tolerably loathfome, that it was dan-
gerous to remain there for any time,
and fome of us had been permitted to
flay on the deck for the frefh air; but
now that the whole fhip’s cargo were

coniined
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confined together, it became abfolutely
peftilential. The clofenefs of the place,
and the heat of the chmate, added to
the number in the thip, which was {o
crowcded that each had {carcely room
to turn himfelf, almoft fuffocated us,
This produced copious perfpirations,
fo that the air foon became unfit for
refpiration, from a variety of loath-
fome fmells, and brought on a ficknefs
among the flaves, of which many died,
thus falling victims to the improvident
avarice, as I may call it, of thejr pur-
chafers, This wretched fituation twas
again aggravated by the galling of the
chains, now become infupportable ;
and the filth of the neceflary tubs, into

which the children often fell, and were
almoft fuffocated. The fhrieks of the

women, and the groans of the dying,
rendered the whole a fcene of horror
almolt inconceivable, Happily perhaps

L4 for
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for myfelf I was {oon reduced fo low
here that it was thought neceflary to
keep me almoft always on deck; and
from my extreme youth I was rot put
in fetters.  In this fitvation I expeied
every hour to fhare the fate of my
compantons, fome of whom were al-
moft ‘daily brought upon deck at the
point of deaib, which 1 began to hope
would {oon put an end to my muferies.
Often did 1 think many of the inhabi-
tants of the deep much more happy
than myfelf. I envied them the freedom
they enjoyed, and as often withed I
could change my condition for theirs.
Every circumftance I met with ferved
only to render. my ftate more painful,
and beighten my apprehenfions, and
my opinion of the cruelty of the whites..
One day they had taken a number of
fithes; and when they had killed and

fatisfied themfelves with as many as
they
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they thought fit, to our aftonifhment
who were on the deck, rather than
give any of them to us to eat as we
expected, they toffed the remaining
fith into the fea again, although we
begged and prayed for fome as well
as we could, but 1n vain; and fome of
my countrymen, being prefled by hun-
ger, took an opportunity, when they
thought no one faw them, of trying to
get a little privately; but they were dif-
covered, and the attempt procured them
fome very fevere floggings. One day,
when we had a fmooth fea and mode-
rate wind, two of my wearied country-
men who were chained together (I was
near them at the time), preferring death
to {uch a life of mifery, fomehow made
through the nettings and jumped into -
the fea: immediately another quite de-
jeCted fellow, who, on account of his
inefs, was fuffered to be out of irons,

E ¢ alfo
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alfo followed their example; and I be-
lieve many more would very {oon have
done the fame if they had not been pre-

vented by the fhip’s crew, who were
inftantly alarmed. Thofe of us that

were the moft a&ive were 1n a moment
put down under the deck, and there
was fuch a noife and confufion amongft
the people of the fhip as I never heard
before, to ftop her, and get the boat
out to go after the flaves. However
rwo of the wretches were drowned, but
they got the other, and afterwards
flogged him unmercifully for thus at-
tempting to prefer death to flavery.
In this manner we continued to under-
go more hardfhips than I can now
relate, hardfhips which are infcparable
from this accurfed trade. Many a
time we were near {uffocation from the
want of freh air, which we were often
without for whole days together, This,

and



[ 8 ]
and the ftench of the neceffary tubs,
carried off many. During our paflage
I firft faw flying fithes, which furpnfed
me very much: they ufed frequently
to fly acrofs the fhip, and many of
them fell on the deck. I alfo now
firlt faw the ufe of the quadrant ;, T had
often with aftonithment feen the mari-
ners make obfervations with 1t, and &
could not think what it meant. They
at laft took notice of my furprife ; and
one of them, willing to increafe it, a3

well as to gratify my curtefity, made me
one day look through it. The clouds

appeared to me to be land, which dif.

appeared as they pafled along, Thig
heightened my wonder; and I was now

more perfuaded. than ever that I was
in another world, and that every thing

about me was magic, At laft we camge
i fight of the ifland of Barbadoes, at

which the whites on board gave.a greag
E6 fhout,,
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thout, and made many figns of joy to
gs.  We did not know what to think
of this; but as the veflel drew ncarer we
plainly faw the harbour, and other fhips
of different kinds and fizes ; and we {oon
anchored amonglt them off Bridge
Town. Many merchants and planters
how came on board, though it was in
the evening. They put us in {eparate
parcels, and examined us attentively.
They alfo made us jump, and pointed
to the land, fignifying we wcrc to g0
there. We thought by this we thould

be caten by thefe ugly men, as they ap-
peared to us; and, when foon after

we were all put down under the deck
again, thcre was much dread and trem-
bling among us, and nothing but bitter
cries to be heard all the night from
thefe apprehenfions, infomuch that at
I the whiie pcople got {ome old

flaves from the land to pacify us. ‘They
told
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told us we were not to be caten, but
to work, and were {oon to go on land,
where we fhould fec many of our
country people. This report eafed us
much; and fure enough, foon after
we were landed, therc came to ys
Africans of all languages. We were

o

conducted immediately to the mer-
chant’s yard, where we were all pent
up together like fo many fheep in a
fold, without regard to fex or age. As
cvery object was new to me every
thing I faw ‘filled me with furprife,
What ftruck me firlt was that the houfes
were built with ftories, and in every
other refpett different from thofe in
Africa: but I was ttill more aftonifh-
ed on feeing people on horfeback. I
did not know what this could mean ;
and ‘indeEd ‘I’thought thefe people were
full of nothing but magical arts, While

I'was in this aftonifhment one of my
fellow
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fellow prifoners {poke to a countrymarn
of his about the horfes, who faid they
were the fame kind they had in theis
country. 1 underftood them, though

they were from a diftant part of Africa,
and [ thought it odd 1 had not {ecn any

horles there; but afterwards, when 1
came to converfe with different Afri-
cans, 1 found they had many horfes
amongft them, and much larger than
thofe I then faw. We were not many
days in the merchant’s cuftody before
we were fold after their ufual manner,

which is this :—On a fignal given, (as
the beat of a drum) the buyers rufh

at once into the yard where the flaves
are confined, and make choice of that

parcel they hike beft. The noife and
Jamour with which this is attended,
and the eagernefs vifible in the coun-
tenances of the buyers, {érve not a little
:0 increafc the apprehenfions of the

terrified
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terrified Africans, who may well be
{uppofed to confider them as the minje

fters of that deftru®ion to which they
think themfelves devoted. In this

manncr, without fcruple, are relations
and friends feparated, moft of them
never to fee each other again, 1 re-
member 1n the veffel in which.I Was
brought over, in the men’s apartment,
there were feveral brothers, who, in the
{ale, were fold in different lots ; and it
Was very moving on this occafion tg
fec and hear their cries at parting. O,
y¢ nominal Chrifijans ! might not an
African afk you, learned you this
from your God, wlo fays unto you,
Do unto all men as you would men
fhould do unto you? Is it not enough
that we are torn from our country and
friends to toil for your luxury and Iuft

of gain? Muft every tender feeling be
hkewife facrificed to your avarice ?

Are
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Are the deareft friends and relations,

now rendered more dear by their fepa-
ration from their kindred, ftill to be

parted from each other, and thus pre-

vented from cheering the gloom of -
flavery with the {mall comfort of being -
together and mingling their {ufferings
and forrows? \Why are parents 10 lofc
their children, brothers their fifters,.
or hufbands their wives ? Surely this 1s
. pew refinement in cruelty, which,
while it has no advantage to 2tonc for

3t, thus aggravates diftrefs, and adds
¢e(h horrors-even to the wretchednefs

of flavery.

CHAPD



